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ST.  IVES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Authority  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  1895,  and  in  so  doing  have  the  regret  to  record 
a  higher  death-toll  than  that  for  the  preceding  year.  The  cor¬ 
rected  total  number  of  deaths  for  1895,  after  making  the  correc¬ 
tions  at  the  foot  of  Table  A,  and  the  distribution  after  the  correction 
set  out  in  the  subjoined  table,  is  189  ;  the  annual  death  rate 
per  thousand  is  18 m8,  and  that  for  1894,  14T.  The  total  deaths 
and  annual  death  rates  for  the  several  Registration  sub- districts, 
after  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  are  as 
follows : 


Sub-District. 

Registered 

Deaths. 

Chesterton 

Work- 

house. 

Three 

Counties’ 

Asylum. 

Adden- 
brooke’s 
Hospital 
&  Hunts. 
Co. 

Hospital. 

Share 

of 

Work- 

house. 

Corrected 

Totals. 

Death 

Rate. 

Warboys  ... 

55 

•  •  • 

1 

»  •  • 

5 

61 

21-4 

Somersham 

47 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

54 

15*7 

St.  Ives 

64 

1 

2 

2 

5 

74 

19*8 

Entire  Distrt. 

166 

1 

4 

2 

16 

189 

18-8 

Death 
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Birtli  Bate. 


Zymotic 

Disease. 


Infantile 

Mortality 


Mortality  from 
various  causes. 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  entire  district  is 
253,  equal  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  25*2  per  thousand  living; 
and  in  the  several  sub-districts  they  are  as  follows  : 


W  arboys 

total  births 

89 

birth  rate 

31-2 

Somersham 

79 

23-0 

St.  Ives 

85 

5? 

22-7 

Deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  disease  in  the  entire  district 
have  been  from  Small  Pox  1 ;  Membranous  Croup  1  ;  Diarrhoea  4  ; 
Whooping  Cough  7 :  Measles  1  ;  total  14 ;  equal  to  a  death  rate 
from  these  diseases  of  1*39  per  thousand  per  annum  ;  and  in  the 
several  sub-districts  they  are  as  follows :  Warboys  2‘45  ;  Somer- 
sham  1T6  ;  St  Ives  0*80. 

Infantile  mortality  as  represented  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  registered  births,  varies  in 
the  several  sub- districts  from  202  in  Warboys,  114  in  Somersham, 
to  70  in  St.  Ives. 

The  increase  in  the  death  toll  has  been  mainly  due  to  the 
unusually  large  number  of  deaths  of  persons  of  advanced  age. 

The  increased  zymotic  disease  death  rate  has  not  serious  sani¬ 
tary  significance,  inasmuch  as  exactly  one  half  of  the  total  deaths 
in  this  group  is  due  to  Whooping  Cough. 

After  a  year’s  respite  Influenza  has  again  appeared  in  the 
district  and  caused  eleven  deaths,  ten  of  these  have  contributed  to 
swell  the  death  toll  mentioned  above  of  the  older  folk. 

Deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  have  risen  to 
half  as  many  again  as  last  year.  Many  of  these  have  been  pro¬ 
bably  of  influenzal  character,  and  have  been  contributed  to  the  same 
result. 

Phthisis  death  rate  is  1*0,  which  is  only  about  two  thirds  of 
the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE . 

A  case  of  small  pox  occurred  at  Needing  worth,  May  31,  in  a 
young  woman  recently  arrived  on  a  visit  to  her  mother  from 
Bedford,  where  cases  of  the  disease  were  known  to  have  been 
present.  No  direct  contact  with  any  of  these  cases  could  he  satis¬ 
factorily  traced,  hut  every  other  source  of  infection  was  excluded. 
This  young  woman,  notwithstanding  she  had  two  excellent  vaccina- 
nation  marks,  had  the  disease  badly,  and  died  on  the  9th  day  of  June. 
Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  case,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  any  isolation  hospital  in  the  district.  As, 
however,  the  cottage  was  occupied  only  by  the  patient  and  her 
mother  she  could  he  nursed  at  home.  A  nurse  was  engaged  from 
a  Nursing  Institution,  and  an  empty  cottage  near  by  engaged  and 
furnished  for  her  accommodation.  Be- vaccination  was  olfered  and 
recommended  to  all  the  people  in  the  village,  hut  many  would  not 
avail  themselves  of  this  means  of  precaution. 

A  mother  and  her  daughter,  one  of  whom  had  declined  re¬ 
vaccination,  living  in  a  cottage  nearly  opposite  the  first  assailed, 
were  also  attacked  with  small  pox,  and  like  the  former  were  nursed 
at  home,  and  for  them  a  second  nurse  was  summoned.  The  father 
and  brother  soon  after  submitted  to  re- vaccination,  which  “  took  ” 
satisfactorily.  Two  days  after  the  declaration  of  the  girl’s  case  the 
man  and  boy  were  isolated  for  12  days  in  a  shed  in  a  garden  ad¬ 
joining  an  osier  bed  ;  on  the  12th  day  both  man  and  hoy  developed 
symptoms  of  varioloid,  whereupon  they  were  removed  into  an 
empty  cottage  adjoining  the  one  occupied  by  the  nurses  ;  all  four 
made  good  recoveries.  It  would  seem  that  the  man  and  boy  caught 
the  disease  the  day  before  their  removal  to  the  shed.  Had  there 
been  an  isolation  hospital  to  which  they  could  have  been  at  once 
removed  they  might  have  escaped  infection.  There  was  no  clear 
evidence  how  the  disease  was  caught  from  the  first  case. 


Small  Pox. 


On  July  15,  an  old  woman  of  76  years,  residing  in  another 
cottage  near  by,  was  attacked  with  varioloid.  In  this  case  there 
was  no  clear  evidence  of  the  channel  of  infection,  hut  one  of  the- 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


nurses  stated  that  the  woman  had  called  at  the  second  household 
assailed ;  she  also  made  a  good  recovery,  and  no  further  case 
occurred.  All  infected  articles  were  destroyed  by  burning,  and  the 
infected  houses  fumigated,  cleaned  and  lime  washed. 

Scarlet  fever  has  not  been  widely  prevalent  anywhere  in  the 
district,  except  at  Bury,  where  a  sudden  explosion  of  the  disease 
occurred  in  September,  on  the  18th  of  which  month  I  received 
notification  of  nine  cases  in  three  households.  On  visiting  the 
village  I  found  evidence  to  prove  that  the  disease  had  been  present 
for  a  month  previous,  but  that  no  medical  aid  had  been  requested 
for  any  of  the  cases  till  Sept.  9,  and  these  as  already  stated  were 
not  notified  till  the  18th  of  the  same  month.  Subsequently  six 
other  cases  were  notified.  It  was  not  easy  after  so  long  an  interval 
to  trace  the  introduction  of  the  disease,  but  there  was  some  evi¬ 
dence  to  indicate  that  it  may  have  been  brought  to  the  first 
household  assailed  by  harvest  workers  who  had  come  there  to 
lodge.  It  appeared  that  children  of  some  of  the  infected  houses 
were  attending  school  at  the  neighbouring  town  of  Ramsey.  I 
accordingly  communicated  the  fact  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  that  place,  and  he  I  am  assured  acted  promptly  on  the  infor¬ 
mation.  The  Bury  schools  were  immediately  closed,  and  these  as 
well  as  the  households  affected  were  subsequently  disinfected  and 
cleansed. 

Early  in  the  year  two  cases  occurred  in  two  households  at 
Hemingford  Grrey.  The  origin  of  infection  was  not  traced. 

Two  cases  occurred  in  one  household  at  Old  Hurst,  in  July. 
There  was  no  evidence  as  to  infection,  but  the  house  being  a  road¬ 
side  inn,  it  is  possible  the  disease  may  have  been  brought  by  some 
wayfarer. 

One  case  occurred  at  an  isolated  house  at  Hilton,  in  July. 
There  was,  in  this  instance,  a  history  of  two  visitors  coming  from 
two  different  places  to  stay  at  the  house,  exactly  a  week  before  the 
onset  of  the  illness,  and  also  of  a  visit  of  a  domestic  of  the  house¬ 
hold  paving  a  visit  to  her  friends  at  a  village  in  Norfolk,  and 
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attending  a  public  “  tea,”  returning  to  Hilton  four  days  before  the 
onset  of  the  illness ;  but  no  good  evidence  of  any  of  these  persons 
having  been  among  cases  of  scarlatina  was  forthcoming. 

A  solitary  case  was  notified  at  Houghton,  in  September, 
of  which  no  satisfactory  explanation  was  forthcoming. 

Measles  prevailed  at  Houghton  and  Wyton  during  part  of 
May  and  June,  and  involved  school  closure  during  the  period  of 

the  epidemic. 

• 

One  case  of  diphtheria  in  one  household,  notified  quite  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  at  Earith,  was  the  second  case  in  a  house- 
hold  mentioned  in  my  report  for  the  year  1894,  in  connection  with 
an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  that  village  at  the  end  of  that  year. 
Inasmuch  as  this  outbreak  came  to  an  end  with  this  case,  and  has 
been  fully  discussed  in  the  previous  report,  it  would  be  superfluous 
to  advert  to  it  further. 

Two  cases  of  membranous  croup,  at  Warboys,  were  investigated 
on  account  of  circumstances  which  tended  to  indicate  a  diphtheritic 
character,  but  the  indications  were  not  verified,  and  were  indeed 
negatived  by  bacteriological  tests. 

Three  cases  occurred  at  Warboys  Fen,  in  two  households, 
widely  apart,  and  at  some  distance  from  the  centre  of  population, 
one  in  March,  the  other  two  in  September.  With  the  exception 
of  indifferent  sanitary  conditions  no  circumstances  of  importance 
could  be  discovered. 

An  isolated  case  occured  at  Filbert  road,  Hemingford  Grey, 
in  March.  The  children  attended  school  at  the  town  of  St.  Ives, 
where  it  was  surmised  the  disease  might  have  been  contracted,  but 
there  no  evidence  was  forthcoming  to  support  this  view ;  nothing  to 
account  for  the  attack  could  be  discovered  in  the  village  of 
Hemingford. 

Six  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  notified,  all  of  which 
recovered  ;  four  of  the  cases  occurred  at  Houghton  in  three  several 


Measles. 


Diphtheria. 


Typhoid  Fever. 
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Isolation 

Hospital. 


Drainage. 


households.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a  woman,  who  fell  ill 
within  a  fortnight  after  her  return  from  a  visit  to  Bury  in 
Lancashire,  and  the  second  that  of  her  son  ;  whether  the  disease  was 
contracted  at  Bury  is  not  certain  ;  and  the  sanitary  defects  of  the 
woman’s  house  could  not  be  assumed  to  account  for  the  attack. 
The  third  and  fourth  cases  were  those  of  women,  who  did  washing 
and  other  domestic  services  at  the  household  first  assailed ;  the 
results  of  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  these  services  leave  little 
doubt  that  it  was  thence  the  disease  in  each  instance  had  been 
contracted.  One  case  at  Bluntisham  and  Hemingford  Grey, 
respectively,  have  been  notified,  but  no  satisfactory  cause  could  in 
either  instance  be  elicited. 

The  small  pox  outbreak  at  Needingworth  suggested  the  revival 
of  the  question,  which  had  dropped  into  abeyance,  of  the  provision 
of  an  isolation  hospital,  and  accordingly  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Council,  on  June  19,  I  presented  a  report,  which  was  printed  and 
circulated,  and  is  here  reproduced  in  the  appendix.  Whereupon 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

1.  “  That  it  is  desirable  that  joint  temporary  accommodation 
for  infectious  diseases  be  provided  and  maintained  by  the  St.  Ives 
IJrban  and  the  St.  Ives  Bnral  and  Swavesey  llural  District 
Councils  ;  further,  that  it  is  desirable  to  hire  or  purchase  a 
cottage  for  the  purpose,  in  some  convenient  situation,  that  the 
experiment  may  have  a  fair  trial  before  any  large  expenditure  is 
undertaken.” 

2.  “  That  this  Council,  without  committing  itself  finally  to 
joint  action,  approves  of  the  joint  enquiry  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  of  the  joint  Committee.” 


S ANI TAR  ¥  CONSIDER  A  TIONS . 

Not  much  sanitary  work  of  important  character  lias  been 
effected  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  that  the  longstanding 
drainage  question  at  Somersham  has  been  advanced  a  considerable 
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step,  by  the  construction  of  a  9-in.  socketted  glazed  pipe  drain,  ten 
chains  in  length,  intercepting  the  outfall  into  the  “  Cranbrook  ” 
drain,  and  extending  beyond  the  railway  viaduct,  at  twenty  yards 
below  the  “  Ballast  Hole,”  and  having  an  interceptor  at  its 
junction  with  the  main  drain  of  the  street.  It  has  also  been 
advised  for  future  action  that  a  4-in.  socketted  pipe  drain  should 
be  provided  for  “  Bank  Cottages,”  on  the  Chatteris  road,  to  a 
point  100-ft.  beyond  the  furthest  cottage,  in  lieu  of  the  several 
independent  drains  which  befoul  the  “  Cranbrook.” 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  view  of  the  frequent  complaints  as  to  the  water  supply  of 
Fenstanton,  an  old  well  which  had  been  closed  for  several  years 
was  re-opened  at  the  instance  of  the  Parish  Council  and  thoroughly 
cleaned,  but  on  an  analysis  being  made  of  a  sample  of  the  water, 
it  was  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  well 
was  again  closed.  The  water  question  at  this  village  remains  in 
the  same  position  as  when  I  first  ventured  to  call  attention  to  it.  I 
think  that  now  a  public  company’s  main  passes  through  the  village, 
owners  of  property  which  may  be  without  a  satisfactory  supply 
might  fairly  be  required  to  introduce  the  company’s  water  into 
their  cottages. 

At  Worboys  a  fresh  source  of  water  has  been  obtained  at  the 
West  End,  and  connected  with  an  ancient  public  pump. 

Nineteen  parish  pumps  have  been  repaired,  viz. :  at  Wistow 
2,  Warboys  3,  Pidley  1,  Somersham  1,  Earith  3,  Fenstanton  2, 
Woodhurst  2,  Old  Hurst  1,  Colne  2,  Broughton  1,  and  Bury  1. 


SUNDRIES. 

A  case  of  overcrowding,  at  Hemingford,  was  satisfactorily 
abated  by  inducing  some  of  the  members  of  the  family  to  leave 
the  house. 


Water  Supply. 


Overcrowding. 
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Church  Yard 
Extension. 


A  reference  was  made  in  September  to  the  Authority  and 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  Medical  Inspector,  Home  Office 
Burial  Acts  Department,  asking  their  opinion  as  to  the  suitability 
of  a  site  proposed  for  the  extension  of  Woodhurst  Church  Yard,  at 
the  same  time  stating  his  own  views  which  he  proposed  to  lay 
before  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  report  was  in  consequence 
drafted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  after  inspection  of  the 
site,  and  adopted  by  the  Authority  recommending  that  no  objec¬ 
tion  be  offered  to  the  scheme. 

The  tables  of  vital  statistics  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
record  of  work  are  placed  in  the  appendix. 


BUSHELL  ANNINOSON. 


SWAVESEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Authority  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1895. 

The  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  for  1895,  after  making 
the  corrections  at  the  foot  of  Table  A,  and  the  distribution 
after  the  correction  in  the  subjoined  table,  is  44  ;  the  annual  death 
rate  per  thousand  is  14’9,  and  that  for  1894,  18*0  The  total 
deaths  and  annual  death  rate  for  this  Registration  sub-district, 
after  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  are  as 
follows  : 


Registration 

Sub-District. 

Registered 

Deaths. 

Cambs. 

Asylum. 

Adden- 
brooke’s 
Hospital 
&  Hunts. 
Co. 

Hospital. 

Share 

of 

Work- 

house. 

Corrected 

Total. 

Death 

Rate. 

Swavesey . 

42 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

2 

44 

14*9 

and  when  compared  with  those  in  the  corresponding  Table 
in  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council  Report,  show  a  lower  death 
toll  than  any  of  the  other  sub-districts  in  the  registration  area. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  is  66, 
equal  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  23T  per  thousand  living. 

Deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  disease  in  the  district 
have  been  from  Scarlatina  1 ;  Diarrhoea  3  ;  total  4  ;  equal  to  a 
death  rate  from  these  diseases  of  1*3  per  thousand  per  annum, 
which  is  nearly  identical  with  that  of  the  previous  year. 


Death  Rate. 


Birth  Rate. 


Zymotic 

Disease, 

etc. 
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Infantile 

Mortality. 


Small  Pox. 

Scarlatina. 


Water  Supply. 


There  is  a  decrease  of  nearly  one  third  in  the  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  The  death  rate  from  phthisis 
has  sensibly  declined,  and  now  is  two-thirds  below  the  average  rate 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Influenza  reappeared  after  a  year’s  intermission,  and  caused 
three  deaths. 

Infantile  mortality,  as  represented  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  registered  births,  is  181, 
which  is  an  increase  of  about  6 1  per  cent,  on  that  of  last  year,  but 
there  appears  to  be  no  sanitary  reason  for  this  increase. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE . 

No  case  of  small  pox  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

At  Conington,  five  cases  of  scarlatina  were  notified,  two  in  one 
household  (one  of  which  proved  fatal),  and  three  in  another. 
Investigation  elicited  that  the  disease  was  introduced  into  the  first 
household  by  a  visitor  from  London,  who  developed  the  disease 
three  days  after  arrival.  There  was  distinct  evidence  that  the 
disease  was  introduced  into  the  second  household,  which  was 
situated  near  by,  by  direct  social  intercourse. 

Thorough  disinfection  and  exclusion  from  school  were  the 
precautionary  measures  adopted. 


SANITARY  CONSIDERATIONS . 

Not  much  sanitary  work  of  important  character  has  been 
effected  during  the  year. 

In  consequence  of  three  reports  by  myself  (11th  Feb.,  8th  April, 
3rd  June),  in  detail  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  the 
water  supply  at  Swavesey,  and  its  possible  pollution  along  the  line 
of  distribution,  by  improperly  constructed  well  reservoirs,  and  at 
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its  source  the  gravels  hear  Black  Horse  lane,  by  excremental  matter 
from  privy  vaults,  and  other  nuisances  in  the  neighbourhood,  a 
joint  committee  of  the  District  Council  and  Parish  Council  were 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  conditions,  and  report  to  the  District 
Council,  which  was  done  in  the  following  terms 

1.  “  Your  committee  consider  it  necessary  that  the  pit  privies 

and  other  nuisances  in  and  near  Black  Horse  Yard  should  be 
removed,  and  a  better  method  of  disposing  of  excrement  should  be 
introduced.”  '■  .  ■ ; 

2.  “  The  water  from  certain  cesspools  is  conveyed  across  the 
main  water  pipe  that  passes  down  the  street.  Your  committee 
consider  they  may  be  a  cause  of  contamination,  unless  they  have 
been  well  secured.” 

•  i  '••••. 

3.  “  A  well  near  some  cottages  occupied  by  Thomas  Ding 
and  others,  and  connected  with  the  public  water  supply,  may  be  a 
principal  cause  of  contamination.  A  cesspool  drain  and  closets  are 
in  close  proximity,  and  in  flood  time  would  be  dangerous.  This 
appears  to  your  committee  as  one  of  the  places  that  require  special 
attention.” 

Whereupon,  part  (1)  was  adopted.  With  regard  to  part  (3) 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — “  That  the  owner  of  the 
well  mentioned  in  part  three  of  my  report  be  called  upon  to  protect 
his  well  against  contamination  of  the  public  water  supply,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 

The  water  supply  at  Church  End,  Over,  has  been  materially 
improved  by  a  scheme  for  bringing  a  supply  from  a  collecting  well, 
sunk  in  the  large  gravel  bed,  in  a  field  at  a  distance  from  dwellings, 
and  its  transmission  by  a  siphon  to  a  brick  and  cement  tank  fitted 
with  a  deep  well  pump  on  the  roadside,  at  a  convenient  spot ;  the 
water  supply  appears  to  be  abundant,  and  of  excellent  quality. 

At  Conington,  a  well  has  been  cleared  out,  and  a  gravel 
filtering  area  has  been  laid  from  the  pond,  A  better  scheme  of 
water  supply  is  still  desirable  for  this  village. 
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Overcrowding. 


Parish  pumps  have  been  repaired  at  Swavesey  4  ;  Over  1  ; 
and  Conington  1. 

The  parish  pond  at  Swavesey  has  been  cleaned  out. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  for  analysis  from  Swavesey 
and  Over. 


OVERCROWDING. 

One  case  was  reported  at  Over,  and  has  been  satisfactorily 
abated  by  the  enlargement  of  the  premises  and  the  removal  of 
some  of  the  family. 

The  tables  of  vital  statistics  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
record  of  work  are  placed  in  the  appendix. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


A  PPENDIX. 


ST.  IVES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPOET  ON  HOSPITAL  PROVISION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  the  Council  that  in  view  of 
the  recent  case  of  Small  Pox  at  Needingworth,  it  would  appear  to 
he  a  fitting  time  to  revive  the  question  of  the  provision  of  means 
of  isolation  of  the  earliest  cases  of  infectious  disease ;  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  makes  the  Authority  cognisant 
of  the  very  earliest  cases,  and  thus  places  them  in  the  best  possible 
position  of  advantage  to  take  measures  for  the  limitation  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  ;  indeed,  without  some  such  provision  as  an  isolation 
hospital  affords,  the  above  measure  is  deprived  of  a  large  part  of 
its  value. 

If  the  recommendation  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  had  been  finally  approved  by  the  Authority,  the  serious 
difficulties  associated  with  the  case  would  have  been  easily  over¬ 
come.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties  was  the  inability  to  provide 
proper  nursing,  the  Local  Gfovernment  Board  having  in  the  case 
of  the  Chesterton  Authority  declined  to  sanction,  in  the  absence  of 
an  isolation  hospital,  expenditure  for  this  purpose. 

I  should  be  inclined,  in  view  of  the  reluctance  of  cottagers  to 
removal  to  a  distance  from  their  homes,  to  suggest  for  each  District 
Medical  Officer’s  centre  the  acquisition  of  a  six-roomed  detached 
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cottage,  furnished  simply  with  easily  cleaned  articles  and  bedding 
which  might  he  easily  washed,  or  destroyed  without  serious  loss, 
and  having  sufficient  garden  ground  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of 
slop  water  by  sub-irrigation,  and  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome 
water  within  a  reasonable  distance  ;  one  nurse  and  a  subordinate  of 
the  oharacter  of  a  domestic  servant  might  occupy  such  a  cottage 
permanently,  and  keep  the  rooms  set  apart  for  patients  ready  for 
their  reception  at  any  time  ;  or  a  married  couple  might  be  placed 
in  charge  of  the  purely  domestic  affairs  and  accommodate  the 
nurse  as  a  kind  of  lodger. 

i  •  \  i  •  .  .  ..  k; 

In  the  event  of  a  permanent  building,  such  as  the  above,  not 
being  available,  or  of  the  needs  of  the  occasion  exceeding  the 
existing  accommodation,  then  galvanized  iron  hospitals,  wooden 
huts,  or  tents  would  be  found  useful ;  and  further,  inasmuch  as 
these  structures  are  portable,  they  might — with  advantage  be  kept 
in  store  and  erected  on  an  emergency  in  some  one  of  the  smaller 
villages  when  threatened  to  be  assailed  with  infectious  disease. 
A  Humphrey’s  iron  hospital  sufficient  for  the  Authority’s  purpose 
can,  I  believe,  be  purchased  for  £100  or  less,  or  a  “  Tortoise  ”  tent 
sufficient  to  accommodate  twenty  beds,  and  fitted  with  cooking 
stove  and  water  tank,  can  be  purchased  for  a  little  under  £50. 
Some  of  these  tents  are  mounted  on  waggons  and  thus  serve  the 
double  purpose  of  hospital  and  ambulance. 

The  concentric  method,  if  the  objection  of  the  cottagers  to 
removal  from  near  their  homes  could  be  overcome,  would  be  both 
cheaper  and  more  efficient,  especially  if  the  Swavesey  Eural 
District  and  St.  Ives  Urban  could  be  associated  to  one  scheme, 
inasmuch  as  at  a  central  station  one  administrative  block  and  one 
bed  per  thousand  of  the  population  would  suffice,  thirteen  beds  for 
the  two  Eural  Districts  and  sixteen  if  St.  Ives  Urban  be  included, 
whereas,  the  distributive  method  would  involve  a  greater  cost  on 
account  of  the  numerical  increase  of  accommodation. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose  to  discuss  in  detail  the 
particulars  of  arrangement  and  administration  of  any  of  the  several 
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methods  of  hospital  accommodation,  but  as  soon  as  the  Authority 
shall  have  determined  that  it  is  desirable  to  make  an  endeavour  to 
provide  for  the  separation  of  the  sick  from  the  healthy  under  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  §131, 
it  will  become  my  duty  to  assist  the  Authority  to  the  utmost  of 
my  ability. 


BUSHELL  ANNING-SON, 


Medical  Officer'  of  Health . 


INSPE  OTOE’S  EEPOET 

For  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council , 

OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE 

YEAR  1895. 


Complaints  received  during  the  year...  ...  ...  200 

Houses,  Premises,  &c. ,  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  303 

Re-Tnspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  85 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  and  abated  ...  ...  1 


Dwellings  Disinfected  after  illness  of  an  infectious  character  44 


House  Drains  repaired,  cleaned,  trapped,  &c.  ...  ...  41 

Privies,  &c.,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Offensive  Ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unwholesome  Waters,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  other 

refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Swine  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Parish  Pumps  repaired  and  Ponds  cleaned  out  ...  ...  21 

(Signed), 

J.  ARCHER, 


Inspector . 
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Notification  of  Infections  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  1st  August,  1890,  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  District, 

f  No  reliable  estimate  as  to  population,  1895,  can  be  made. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

For  Swavesey  Rural  District  Council. 


OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE 

YEAR  1895. 


Complaints  received  during  the  year...  ...  ...  80 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  95 

Re-inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  20 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  and  abated  ...  ...  1 


Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  character  ...  7 


House  Drains  repaired,  cleaned,  trapped,  &c.  ...  ...  34 

Privies,  &c.,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Offensive  Ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unwholesome  Waters,  (fee.  ...  ...  ...  0 

Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  other 

refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Swine  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Parish  Pumps  repaired  and  Ponds  cleaned  out  ...  ...  7 

(Signed), 


J.  ARCHER, 

Inspector . 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  1st  August,  1890.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  District. 

f  No  reliable  estimate  as  to  population,  1895,  can  be  made. 


